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SPIRITUALIZING DEMOCRACY 

July is the month of patriotism and revolutions. Poor indeed 
is the country that does not have some national holiday to celebrate 
in this month of heat and vigor. Around the world we can hear 
the succession of speeches in praise of the aggressive and democratic 
qualities which have made our modern world. 

Do not such celebrations make an appeal to the church of 
Jesus Christ? It is true we want the church and state separate, 
but it is equally true that we want Christianity and democracy 
united. For one can aid the other. The democratic spirit can 
make the church less the representative of inherited privilege, and 
Christianity can spiritualize democracy. 

It is this possibility that most particularly concerns the reli- 
gious man as he looks out upon society. In the case of both indi- 
viduals and nations life is something more than living. And 
religion stands for life rather than mere living. 
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Is it altogether clear that democracy, to judge by its cham- 
pions, has the same interest ? On all sides we hear the praise of 
economics. Wherever a social theorist gets a hearing, whether it 
be a Marxian socialist, a philosopher of history, or a university 
professor, we are pretty apt to get progress reduced to the search 
for material goods. "Man shall not live by bread alone," we used 
to be told, but radical democracy with its philosophy of labor has 
changed all of that. That is the only thing by which we do live. 
Ideals, we are told, do not fill hungry bellies. 

It is not at all strange that the man that seeks to equalize 
economic privileges as well as political rights should overlook the 
things which are apparently remote from hours of labor, wages, and 
the socializing of capital — God and love and spiritual goods. 
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Over against this materializing of human life religion ought to 
stand unequivocally and uncompromisingly. If the church will 
not take such a stand, then let us leave the church. A religion is 
more valuable than an institution. If religious organizations 
compromise with the absolute ideals of Jesus because they need 
money, buildings, and land, let us remember that the Master has 
promised one hundred fold to those who dare sacrifice material good 
for spiritual. 

But we cannot believe that such drastic measures will ever be 
generally needed. The church can be the leaven of spiritual ideal- 
ism if only it will seek first the Kingdom of God. And if the church 
becomes the center of spiritual transformation, democracy is bound 
to grow spiritual. And if democracy be lifted above material goods 
it will glorify civilization. For democracy is making tomorrow. 
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A man does not need to be rich in order to have God; or 
comfortable in order to have the peace that passeth understanding. 
Indeed, many a man feels his creature comforts the greatest enemy 
his soul must face. Out from the storm and stress of social struggle 
we cry for something better than charity organizations, new sewers, 
and anti-tuberculosis societies. Our spiritual natures cry out for 
the bread of life rather than for pure food labels. That spirit 
whereby we cry "Brothers", will not be content with the minimum 
wage, but only with the new realization of the sense of divine 
sonship. 

A democracy that seeks merely economic goods may develop 
economic justice. Let us pray that it will, and if need be let us 
have our revolutions to make sure that it shall. But even when 
economic justice is reached, there will still be left the need of the 
human spirit. In its triumphant march democracy must not grow 
cruel and commercial, regardless of love and the individual, forget- 
ful of God and comtemptuous of immortality. Such a democracy 
with all its economic justice would be a curse. 

For what shall it profit democracy if it gain the whole world 
and lose its own self ? 



